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The breaking of the seals ushers in God’s final 
judgements of the world after the church has been caught 
up to heaven as we saw in Chapter 4:1.

The 7 seal judgements are often viewed as spanning the 
full seven years on Daniel 9:27 seventieth week or the 
tribulation week as some call it.  There is no real 
evidence for this, however.

There is some evidence that these judgements are focused 
on the last half of the week or 3 ½ years, or 42 months, or 
1260 days which is called the Great Tribulation and the 
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Time of Jacob’s Trouble.

While this horrible judgement does not apply to the 
church it should spur us on to deliver the gospel message 
to the lost in hopes of plucking ignorant souls from the 
wrath to come.
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The sound of thunder is indicative of a coming storm.
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The 7 Seals constitute the entirety of God’s judgements 
on the earth culminating in the Second Coming of Christ. 
The seventh seal holds all seven of the trumpet 
judgements and the seventh trumpet releases the 7 bowl 
judgements all building in severity and amplitude to the 
end when Christ and His army come on white horses.
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Here, John beholds the scene of a man sitting a white 
horse with a bow and crown (man not the horse). 

Often a returning conqueror would return to his city 
riding a white horse. This rider is wearing a crown and 
carrying a bow.

Some have interpreted this rider as Christ, but it is not 
likely he would break the seal causing himself to ride off 
when He has 6 more seals to open.

The crown here is stephanos which is a crown of a victor 
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not the crown (diadem) of a sovereign as Christ would 
have.

The bow is not the weapon of the Lord but the sharp two 
edged sword of His mouth. Arrows are omitted here and 
may indicate this riders conquering was to be without 
bloodshed and would be political in nature.
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We can compare this to the returning Christ of Chapter 
19 where He arrives on a white horse with many crowns 
(diadems) the sword and He is called faithful and true 
and the Word of God. Clearly a picture of Christ.

This individual on the white horse imitating Christ is 
most likely the Anti-Christ and the Prince who is to come 
in Daniel 9:26 who is to head up the revived Roman 
Empire and eventually the final world ruler. This would 
also be the Beast out of the Sea which we will look at in 
chapter 13.
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The second horseman is granted to take peace from the 
earth indicating, possibly, the first horseman conquered 
without violence but with deceit. 

This horseman brings war to a relatively peaceful earth, 
Matthew 24:6 Jesus tells us in the end times there will be 
wars and rumors of war but the end is not yet.
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This could also be the first war of Gog and Magog 
spoken of in Ezekiel 38-39. War plays a large roll in the 
consummation of the age leading to Christ’s second 
return.
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Read Ez 38:14-23  

This is the final invasion of Israel by the gentile nations. 
Note in verse 16 God’s purpose of this war, “In order 
that the nations may know Me when I shall be sanctified 
through you [Israel]…”

If Israel had been replaced by the Church none of this 
would make sense. 
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Famine has always followed war when local economies 
and food sources are destroyed.
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Here famine is indicated by the fact it takes one day’s 
wage (a denarius) to purchase one meal of wheat for one 
person or three meals of barley for one person. How will 
one person feed a family?

The voice gives the horseman instruction not to harm the 
oil or the wine. Wine for drinking and olive oil for 
anointing are luxury items which will be highly coveted 
yet will not feed the people.
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This epitomizes Man’s drive to fulfill all his glutenous 
physical wants and desires and not understand his need 
for that which is truly important.
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The commentaries I’ve read assume this oil to be olive 
oil however I see this as a play on words. The middle east 
holds much of the world’s oil reserves and in the last 10 
years massive oil fields have been discovered in Israel 
and just off her shores in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Conflicts and wars in the region are over this precious oil.
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These Jewish reserves threaten both Russia and Iran’s 
economies as other nations begin purchasing their oil 
from Israel. There is an undersea pipeline either complete 
or nearly so from Israel to Italy ready to supply western 
Europe with crude, a direct threat to Russia’s plans to 
control oil and power production in the NATO states.
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Three Arab nations, for the first time have signed 
agreements with Israel to exchange Ambassadors and 
embassies and to open trade between these countries and 
more are soon to follow suit. (UAE, Bahrain, Sudan)

If Trump stays in office you will see Saudi Arabia come 
on board soon, so as not to be left out of this new deal of 
moving oil to Europe.  
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Moving oil by tankers is costly and inefficient. The most 
economical means to move it is by pipeline. Mountains 
make pipelines extremely difficult to build and maintain, 
as the ones which carry oil from Iran to Russia. Southern 
Russia is mostly mountainous making it too costly to 
transport oil to Europe. Russia annexed Crimea to make 
it more feasible to transport oil and gas through this 
region.
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Politics in this region have a very destabilizing effect and 
makes oil delivery unreliable. The answer to these issues 
lie in a simple, efficient, safe and reliable underwater 
pipeline from Israel to Greece to Italy.

These trade and peace deals are not the seven year 
agreement spoken of in Daniel between Israel and the 
Anti-Christ.
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Pestilence always follows famine and death follows 
pestilence. Here we see Hades following death which 
implies judgement. It says “Authority was given to 
them…” Them most likely means all four horseman. 
They were given authority to kill one fourth of the world 
population with war, famine, pestilence, and wild beasts.
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Today there are approximately 7.5 billion people in the 
world. One fourth of that is 1,875,000,000. 
Geographically that is greater than the entire population 
of Europe and South America combined, or the entire US 
population multiplied over 5 ½ times.
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The Black death in Europe in the middle ages claimed 
1/3 of the population of Europe, Noah’s flood took the 
entire world population except for Noah and his family, 
but the world would not have been near as populated as it 
is today.

To date this will be the greatest destruction of human life 
the world has ever witnessed.
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There is no definitive way to determine how the Seal, 
Trumpet and Bowl judgements align with specific points 
within the 7-year Tribulation week.

We know the second half of the tribulation 3 ½ years is 
called “The Great Tribulation” or the “Time of Jacobs 
Trouble” and it will be the most severe. 

What I can tell you is that the First seal is opened in the 
beginning of the Tribulation and the last Bowl is poured 
out at the end of the Tribulation. That’s as dogmatic as I 
can get.
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Here, the scene moves from earth back to heaven where 
we see the souls of those martyred for Christ under the 
altar.

If you recall the blood of the sacrifices in the Mosaic law 
were required to be poured out under the altar in the 
courtyard.

These individuals are gentiles slain for their witness of 
Christ during the tribulation period they are not Jews. We 
will talk more about that next week.
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One cause of confusion in Revelation is the fact that 
various people groups tend to be lumped together or in 
wrong groups causing the events in the book to be 
misapplied to individuals when they should not.

There are two main people groups in the bible and 
Revelation is no different. There are Jews and there are 
gentiles.

A Jew is simply an individual born of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. And a gentile is anyone who is not a Jew.
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Both groups are further broken down. We will look at the 
breakdown of the Jewish side of the equation next week 
but for now we will just look at the gentiles.
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We can break gentiles down into two primary groups 
believers and non-believers. 

The term Christian has come to mean many things and 
too often it has nothing to do with Jesus Christ so we will 
leave that term behind. Believer is more concise and 
indicates one who is a true follower of Christ whose life 
has been changed in a positive way by the love of Christ.
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Consist of all non-Jewish believers through all times. Old 
Testament believers would have had faith that was 
accounted to them as righteousness as did Abraham. 
There are hints of this in the Old Testament.

The Church is that part of believers that specifically put 
their faith in Christ from Pentecost in Acts 2 until the 
rapture. The Church is made up of both Jew and Gentile.

The church has been raptured and is not part of this group 
under the fifth seal. These Tribulation saints are not to be 
confused with the Church, the Bride of Christ or the 
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Martyrs of this age.

Additional martyrs will be added until Christ’s return. 
The majority of those who put their trust in Christ will be 
killed in that time. We will see this again in chapters 7 
and 13.
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We need to make clear one more distinction before we 
move on. Do not confuse the Wife of Jehovah with the 
Bride of Christ. Israel is the Wife of God the Father 
Jehovah (See Hosea) The Church is the Bride of Christ 
and consists of both Jew and gentile.

The Trinity is one God in three persons. The Father took 
Israel as His wife when He made the covenant with them 
in the wilderness at Sinai.  The Son takes His wife, the 
Church, at the rapture and is part of the New Covenant.
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Up to now the first five seal judgements, for the most part 
are the result of consequence of decisions and deeds of 
man originating in his evil heart, however the 6th Seal we 
now see God’s direct judgement originated in His heart 
on this darkened and evil world.

31



Some point to this passage as reason not to take 
Revelation or the bible literally. They do not believe this 
could happen or that a God of love, mercy, and grace 
could allow such.

This is because of poor teaching within the church. 
Teaching focused on love, mercy, and grace often 
neglects teaching on Holiness, righteousness, and 
judgement. God would not be Holy without righteousness 
and righteousness does not exist apart from judgement.
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Dwight Pentecost points out the parallel between the Seal 
judgements and Matthew 24 of the Lord’s description of 
the end of the age. War, famine, death, martyrdom, the 
sun and moon darkened.

Matthew 24:4-31 Read 

Many believe God is a god of love and would never 
judge men on the acceptance of His Son or not, but 
Revelation clearly teaches otherwise.

Romans teaches us that All have sinned and the wages of 
sin is death. We know Jesus paid for that sin with His life. 
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All sin, committed by the entire world, past, present and 
future sin. We are not judged on our sin or Christ’s death 
would be meaningless.
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What are we judged on if not our sin?
John 3:17-18
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