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3 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him who 
has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.
“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are 
dead. 2Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I 
have not found your works complete in the sight of my God. 3Remember, 
then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not 
wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I 
will come against you. 4Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people 
who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in white, 
for they are worthy. 5The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white 
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will 
confess his name before my Father and before his angels. 6He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
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Sardis was an important and wealthy city located along the main east-west trade 
route through Lydia. Much of its wealth came from textile manufacture and the dye 
industry along with the jewelry trade. At one time it was the capital of the kingdom of 
Lydia. In this slide is the ancient synagogue with the city in the background.
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These are the ruins of the temple to the goddess Artemis. Next to the temple were 
the remains of an old church building. Today Sardis is just a small unimportant village 
called Sart.
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The church must have started off well to gain a good reputation, but as with most 
things history has a way of causing rot, decay and death. Just like the city. Why?
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Mathew 21:19-20

And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it 
and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he said 
to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And 
the fig tree withered at once.

When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How 
did the fig tree wither at once?”

The fig tree, while adorned with all its beautiful 
foliage, produced no fruit. It appeared alive and 
vibrant but did not fulfill its purpose for existence, 
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which was the production of fruit. 

God removes His influence on the tree and it 
immediately dies.
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Their action, their works were not completed. Complete or perfect, their works were 
unfinished. They may have been waylaid but good intentions are not completed 
works. 
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By grace we are saved through faith. Works are the fruit 
of our salvation not the means of salvation. Salvation 
comes before works.
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As a church, we do not want to die because we have not 
fulfilled our purpose and are barren of fruit. He has saved 
us and now has put us here for the purpose of doing His 
work of being a light to a dark world that by lifting up the 
name of Jesus He will draw all men to Himself.
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If we are not lifting up the name of Jesus to our 
community, we are not being a light in this world and we 
are not completing the work He has given us to do and 
we are not fulfilling His purpose, He will remove His 
power, His hands and we will die a barrenness church.
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This church was faithful to God and His word. The name 
means brotherly love. It was named after the king that 
built it and today is known as Alaisher.

This was an agricultural area with grapes as the principal 
crop and one of the chief objects of pagan worship.

Throughout the centuries there was a nominal Christian 
testimony even under the Turkish rule, which was 
dominated by Islam. After world war I all the nominal 
Christians left.
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The praise lavished on this church is similar to Smyrna 
but in sharp contrast to Sardis and Laodicea.
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Read Revelation 3:7-13
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Christ is Holy and true. This brings out the great truth 
that right doctrine and right living go together.

Verse 7 refers to Isaiah 22:22. The door mentioned here 
was the door that lead into the treasury room of the king 
and he only had the key which could open the door.

The open door is an invitation to enter and partake in the 
treasures of Christ.
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The Jews referred to non-believing Jews who opposed 
the gospel. The true church will always meet Satanic 
opposition especially near the end times.
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The hour of trial is the Great Tribulation. Here He says He will keep them from it. 
Never to experience it. This is more evidence of a Pre-Tribulation rapture.
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We will earn rewards and lose rewards at the Bema Seat 
of Christ. These rewards are probably represented by 
crowns, i.e. Crown of Life.
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Once we leave this world, if we are in Christ, we will have new identities and by Him 
writing His name and God’s name on us shows His claiming each of us as His own.
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Read vs 14-22
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The city was established by Antiochus II third century 
B.C. and named after the founder’s wife.
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The city became wealthy under Roman rule and 
established their economy around the manufacture of 
wool cloth. In 60 A.D. the city was all but destroyed by 
an earthquake. Their economic efficiency allowed them 
to rebuild without any outside help. This self-reliance and 
economic wealth lead the church to a sleepy spirituality 
and a lukewarmness toward God.
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The word “Amen” means “True” or “So be it” 
“Trustworthy”

The Beginning of creation of God” does not mean He 
was the first thing created but that He was there BEFORE 
the creation, before time. He is the creator; He made all 
things. He was not created but eternal.
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The only message to a church without any commendation 
the Lord begins with the strongest rebuke of any of the 
churches.
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This implies 3 spiritual states one might find himself in 
toward Christ: Cold, hot, or lukewarm.
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Cold would be “Indifferent” towards Him, not knowing 
Him, uncommitted, a non-Christian.
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Hot would be one with a spiritual fervor for Christ or 
“On fire” for Christ. This is the most desirable of course. 
Walking with Jesus daily with a good prayer life, study 
habits, obedient to the word, a strong evangelist, an 
energetic worker in and out of church.
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The Lord is referring the cooling off a church that was 
once hot for the Lord and stabilizing at room temperature 
somewhere in between. The same temperature as 
everything else in their environment. 

This slide is a good visual of how hot and cold are easily 
distinguished, but look how difficult it is to pick out that 
which is the same temperature as its surroundings.

There was little difference between this church and its 
secular surroundings. Nothing that you could distinguish 
between. This Lukewarmness is the final state of the 
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church not a transitional one.

A lukewarm church or believer is characterized by an 
interest in some of the things of God. They are professing 
Christians who may attend church but fall short of a true 
testimony toward God.
There is something about this lukewarmness that is 
utterly repulsive to the Lord causing Him to vomit them 
out of His mouth.
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This churches poverty, while in riches of the world, was a 
lack of spiritual perception, devotion and faith toward 
God.
They were lulled into this false contentment by their 
temporary sufficiency. They were poor because they were 
without real eternal possessions.
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